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189 January 26, 1900 

Ponce, Porto Eico, January 8, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the weekly quarantine 
and abstract of bills of health reports for the week ended January 6. 
The general health of Ponce continues as before, and nothing of interest 
has occurred among the shipping during the week. 

Eespectfully, P. Malaret, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8., 

In Temporary Charge. 
The Surgeon General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure No. 1.] 
Number of deaths in Ponce Jurisdiction during the two weeks ended December 80, 1899. 

Infectious diseases— Deaths. 

Tuberculosis 11 

Malarial fever 8 

Dysentery 7 

Tetanus 2 

Typhus fever 1 

Septicemia ,. 1 

Puerperal fever 1 

Diseases of the digestive apparatus 59 

Diseases of the respiratory system 7 

Diseases of the circulatory system 2 

Diseases of the nervous system 1 

Other diseases (anaemia, inanition, etc.) 34 

Total 134 

Births in the same period 50 

[Inclosure No. 2.] 

Summary of transactions of service during December, 1899. 

Ponce, Poeto Rico, January 2, 1900. 

Deaths. 

Total number of deaths reported during December, 1899 303 

Total number of deaths reported during December, 1898 145 

Total number of births reported during December, 1899 90 

Total number of births reported during December, 1898 56 

Total number of vessels inspected during December, 1899 27 

Total number of bills of health issued during December, 1899 26 

Number of vessels in quarantine during December, 1899 2 

Number of passengers whose baggage was disinfected during December, 1899 16 

Number of vessels inspected during December, 1898. 28 

Number of vessels which sailed during December, 1898 24 

Number of immigrants inspected during December, 1899 53 

Immigrants inspected at Ponce. Porto Rico, during December, 1899. 

Ponoe, Porto Eico, January 2, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to give below the number of immigrants 
inspected by this office during the month of December, with rejections : 
December 4, steamship St. Domingue, Fort de FraDce, St. Thomas, 
1 ; December 11, steamship Philadelphia, Porto Cabello, Curacao, La 
Guayra, 6 ; December 14, steamship Catalina, Barcelona (Spain), 19 ; 
December 17, steamship St. Domingue, Port au Prince, St. Domingo, 
2 ; December 18, steamship Montevideo, Havaca and South America, 6 ; 
December 20, steamship Maria Herrera, Cuba and St. Domingo, 13 ; 
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December 26, steamship Caracas, Porto Cabello, Curacao, and La 
Guayra, 3 ; December 28, steamship Juan Forgas, Barcelona (Spain), 3. 
Total, 53. There were no rejections during the month. 

Respectfully, P. Malaret, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. 8., 

In Temporary Charge. 
The Surgeon General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Beportfrom San Juan. 

San Juan, Porto Eico, January 9, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to submit consolidated report of the operations 
of the Service at this port during the month of December, 1899 : 
Vital statistics — 

Number of births reported 75 

Number of births reported, 1898 (comparative).. 81 

Number of deaths reported 79 

Number of deaths reported, 1898 (comparative) 99 

A list of the causes of deaths is inclosed. 

Number of vessels inspected during month 44 

Number of vessels inspected December, 1898 (comparative) 37 

Number of pieces of baggage disinfected . 19 

The Spanish steamer Buenos Ayres, which arrived from Havana on 
December 4, and the United States transport Ingalls, which arrived from 
Santiago, on December 14, transacted their business in quarantine, and 
departed in a few hours after their arrival. Thirteen nonimmune pas- 
sengers from the Buenos Ayres were held in observation quarantine at 
the Miraflores detention station. This station is now in good working 
order, and tent frames are now being constructed so that, in case of over- 
crowding, passengers can be comfortably housed in tents. 

The weather has been somewhat cooler this month, with frequent 
showers. The health of this port continues good, and there are no 
infectious or contagious diseases. 

Vaccination certificates are still being issued and viseed to persons 
leaving on the United States transports, and a careful inspection being 
made of all steamers coming from European ports, to prevent the intro- 
duction of plague. 

The reports from the subports of the island are as follows : Number 
of vessels inspected at Mayaguez, 17 ; at Humacao, 8 ; at Arecibo, 5 ; 
at Aguadilla, 5, and at Arroyo, 4. But few of these vessels were from 
foreign ports, the larger number of them having been inspected at San 
Juan or Ponce. 

The number of deaths reported were as follows : At Mayaguez, 234 ; 
at Arecibo, 162 ; at Humacao, 103 ; at Aguadilla, 67, and at Arroyo, 27. 
Respectfully, C. H. Lavinder, 

Assistant Surgeon, TJ. 8. M. H. 8., In Command. 

The Surgeon- General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosure.J 

Vital statistics of San Juan, Porto Rico, for December, 1899. 

Athrepsy... 1 

Antemia 5 

Stillborn 6 

Bronchitis 6 

Cerebral congestion 4 



